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railways, many of which are electrified and several of which
have been constructed within the last ten years.

The Bashkir Republic was in the past particularly poorly
served by railways. The Belaya river was the most important
transport artery for this region. But the imperative need to
provide Magnitogorsk with a good system of communications
has led to the construction of a number of railway-lines, some
of which pass through the republic. Among those lines which
have been planned or have already been completed mention
must be made of the railway from Ufa to Magnitogorsk, via
Beloretsk, with a branch line to the Komarovo-Zigazin mining
district, the lines from Ufa to Ishimbayev and Orenburg,
and Ufa to Kazan. It is obvious that Ufa, the administrative
centre of the Bashkir Republic, is destined to become a
railway-junction of great significance, the more so since the
to^vn is situated on the navigable Belaya river, which is of
considerable use as a waterway leading to the Volga,

POPULATION AND TOWNS
The first settlers in the Urals were the ancient Finnish and
Turkic peoples. To-day they form about 25 per cent, of the
total population. The Bashkirs, the remnants of the original
Turkic group, number about one million. They form only a
third of the total inhabitants of the Bashkir Republic. The
rest are Russians (44*4 per cent.) and Tartars (17*3 per cent.),
Ukrainians, 'Byelorussians, Chuvash, and Marii peoples.1
About 84 per cent, of the population is engaged in agriculture.
The Finnish group, known as the Permyakis, and related to
their neighbours of the Ko'mi Republic, live mostly near the
north-western border of the Urals region.
The total population of the Urals region is about 11,500,000.
The Bashkir A.S.S.R. supports over 3,000,000 people, the
Udmurt A.S.S.R. and Chuvash A.S.S.R. a little more than
1,000,000 each, and the Marii A.S.S.R. 579,000.
The density of the population is greatest in the Pre-Urals
1 The Chuvash and Marii peoples are found mainly in the Chuvash and
Marii Autonomous Republics.